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Lieutenant Colonel John T. Patricola is deputy commander of the 3rd Combat Communications Group, Tinker Air Force Base, Okla.  He is second in command of the Air Force’s largest combat communications unit with nearly 800 people, $240 million of equipment, and an $8 million annual budget.

He assists the commander, or assumes responsibility for the group in his absence, maintaining continuous combat readiness to deploy and sustain 160 communications, air traffic control, and weather systems to support all unified command theaters of operation.  He is also the deputy senior advisor to five Air National Guard groups with 5,000 members. 

Lieutenant Colonel Patricola enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1979.  After completing his tour in 1983, he left the service to complete his education.  He was commissioned a lieutenant in the Air Force after being honored as a distinguished graduate at Officer Training School in 1987.  He has held communications positions at the company, battalion, detachment, squadron and joint levels.

EDUCATION:

1985  Bachelor of arts degree in economics, summa cum laude, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J.

1987  Distinguished graduate, Basic Communications Officer training, Keesler Air Force Base, Miss.

1992  Squadron Officer School, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

1995  Master of science degree in administration, Central Michigan University, Mich.

1996  Advanced Communications Officer raining, Keesler Air Force Base, Miss.

2000  Distinguished graduate, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. 
February 1980 - June 1983, cryptographic technician and Battalion Training NCO, 1st Radio Battalion, Kaneohe Marine Corps Air Station, Hawaii

2. 
April 1988 - June 1992, chief, COMSEC accounting branch; chief, dedicated systems branch; chief,

  telephone-wire maintenance branch, 390th Communications Operations Squadron and 1853rd Communications

  Maintenance Squadron, Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.

3. 
June 1992 - July 1996, flight commander, plans and programs flight; wing quality advisor; commander, mission systems flight, Minot Air Force Base, N.D.

4. 
August 1996 - August 1999, flight commander and chief of training, squadron officer school, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

5. 
August 1999 - June 2000, student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

6.  July 2000 - June 2001, joint programs staff officer, United States Forces Korea J6, Yongsan Army Installation, South Korea  

7.  June 2001 – July 2003, commander, 31st Combat Communications Squadron, 3rd Combat Communications 

Group, Tinker Air Force Base, Okla.

8.  July 2003 – present, deputy commander, 3rd Combat Communications Group, Tinker Air Force Base, Okla.

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Joint Service Commendation Medal

Meritorious Service Medal

Joint Service Commendation Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal with three oak leaf clusters

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second Lieutenant  
November 19, 1987

First Lieutenant       
November 19, 1989

Captain  

November 19, 1991

Major

June 1, 1999

Lieutenant Colonel
March 1, 2003

(Current as of August 2003)

